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From: Perreault. Peg

To: Archuleta, Richard

Subject: FW: Colorado Bee Kill Allegedly Involving Indoxacarb
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2016 11:29:45 AM
Attachments: 1027794.pdf

Richard —

The e-mails are to/from several people that that work in OPP and are involved in pollinators &

pesticides.
Let me know if you have questions.
-Peg

From: Perreault, Peg

Sent: Friday, September 16, 2016 2:14 PM

To: Golden, David <Golden.David@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Colorado Bee Kill Allegedly Involving Indoxacarb

From: Steeger, Thomas

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 1:17 PM

To: Perreault, Peg <Perreault.Peg@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Colorado Bee Kill Allegedly Involving Indoxacarb

Thoughts?

From: Miller, Robert
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 3:00 PM
To: Maske, Gail

Cc: Perreault, Peg; Panger, Melissa; Steeger, Thomas; Sankula, Sujatha

Subject: Colorado Bee Kill Allegedly Involving Indoxacarb

Gail,

Yesterday’s Denver Post had an article on a bee kill in Colorado. | spoke with the affected beekeeper
who verified the article is accurate. The SLA picked-up bee tissue samples 6 days after the bees
started dying and after 3 inches of rain. The beekeeper that alleges the product Steward (a.i.
indoxacarb) was responsible for the bee die-off. The beekeeper will email us more details of the her

bee loss.

Robert A. Miller

6(a)(2) Coordinator

Information Technology and Resource Management Division
EPA Office of Pesticide Programs

United States Environmental Protection Agency
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Beth Conrey, president of the Colorado State Beekeepers Association, tends to her hives Thursday at the Wide Horizon Farm in
Longmont. Conrey is concemed about the future of bees in Colorado. (Cyrus McCrimmon, The Denver Post)

BERTHOUD — Colorado's honeybee die-off reached a near-record 38 percent this year, mirroring
the national 42 percent die-off — and spurring a widening push to plant flowers that nourish
pollinators.

Destruction of diverse vegetation, parasitic mites, chemicals and changing genetics are driving the
die-offs.

"If you had 40 percent of your cattle die this year, what do you think would be transpiring?" said
Beth Conrey, president of the 1,800-member Colorado State Beekeepers Association. "We need to
increase our bee forage planting."

But she and fellow beekeepers also blame pesticides. A couple of months ago, Conrey opened her
hives, positioned by apple and cherry trees on a local farm, and found trays full of dead bees,
victims of a contractor who sprayed a pesticide on adjacent Boulder County Open Space, she said.

"We've got to reduce or eliminate pesticide use," Conrey said.

The annual honeybee die-offs are raising concerns from northern Colorado farm fields to the
White House. Pollination performed by managed honeybee colonies — which have decreased
nationwide from 6 million after World War II to about 2.7 million — add $15 billion a year to
agriculture production, according to federal data. The vegetables, nuts and fruits in U.S. diets
depend on pollination by honeybees.

The White House on May 19 issued a first National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honeybees
and other Pollinators

(https:/ /www.whitehouse.gov/ §itgszdefgulzzfilegZmicrogitegmstp( Pollinator%20Health%

208trategy%202015.pdf). It calls for the creation of 7 million acres of corridors of diverse plants
that provide the nectar and pollen needed to sustain bees, monarch butterflies and hummingbirds.

The strategy directs the EPA to assess pesticide
impact on pollinators and to propose a rule by
Dec. 15 to prohibit leaf spraying of highly toxic
pesticides while bees are present in farm fields.

http://Www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_28399008/c0lorado-beekeepers-hope-turn-tre... 6/30/2015
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They're looking at surveys
suggesting feral honeybees and wild
bee populations may be at least as

&

hard-hit as the managed colonies
kept by commercial beekeepers.

Federal data, though limited,
indicates that U.S. populations of
feral honeybees have fallen to a
fraction of their levels in 1985, U.S. >
Department of Agriculture

entomologist David Epstein said.

~

TOTAL BEE LOSS PER YEAR

The main risk is that beekeepers go
out of business, Epstein said,
because the fate of honeybees that
agriculture needs rests increasingly
with beekeepers.

131

"If they go out of business, then we

lose the honeybees that pollinate all

contentitemRelationshipld=6914454)

(The Associated Press. The Denver Posty

our crops,” he said. "You like to eat,
like a good supply of food, cheap
prices. ... We simply cannot afford to
See our ecosystem collapse. We're getting wake-up calls. We have to wake up and figur

improve it."

Duane Sinning, assistant director of pl
acknowledged that die-offs in Colorado are elev:

look at the problem. Pesticides play a role, along with mites and other factors, he said.

"Bees are an important part of our agriculture. Our mission is to protect and strengthe

agriculture,” Sinning said.

Yet, he added, "we haven't heard anything from food producers, the orchards, that the

pollination services to grow crops.”

Federal agriculture officials began inve
emerged. Beckeepers fought this by spraying miticide
mites also spread diseases.

Pesticides played a role, along with the loss of diverse flowering

monocultures. As single crops such

And bee genetics may be weakening, leaving bees more vulnerable.

‘The Keystone Policy Center is running a national Honey Bee Health Coalition that is d

seed companies that may be
"We're losing a lot of potential bee foraging areas at the
manager of the Arvada-based Applewood Seed Co.

http://www.denverpost.com/envir()nmcm/ci‘283 99008/colorado-be
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ated. State officials plan a forum in September to

stigating honeybee colonies back in the mid 1980s
s. But gradually mites grew resistant. Now

areas as industrial farming favored

as corn dominate farming, native vegetation is mowed.

able to boost clover, milkweed and other bee-friendly vegetation.
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For Conrey, stricter enforcement of federal pesticide regulations is essential. She faults state
enforcers for a less-than- -ag gres- sive approach. Large-scale honeybee operations in Colorado are
decreasing in number, she said.

more than we've seen recently.”

And ultimately, residents may have to face the prospect of eating more imported food.

"Like, we were dependent on Saudi Arabia for oil. What if we become dependent on Mexico for
food? Or Canada?" she asked. "Our food is going to have to come from somewhere to feed people.
Where is it going to come from?"

Bruce Finley: 303-954-1 700, bfinley@denverpost.com or twitter.com/finleybruce

Follow @finleybruce 1,334 followers

DPTV: Douglas County School voucher
program rejected by the Colorado Supreme
Court and more

http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_283 99()08/colorado-beekeepers—hope-turn-tre. .. 6/30/2015
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